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“The CSI| Effect”

* There is more than one of these!

e Other useful tropes:
e “Toto, | don’t think we’re in Kansas anymore”

* “Orpheus Descending”
* “Alice in Wonderland”

* Material objects as visual and emotional triggers



Kidding/not kidding

The property room staff weren't keen on paperwork;
years worth of log sheets for disposed-of evidence had
thus accumulated into a huge pile. Among the first tasks
I was given was to impose order on that haystack of
forms. I asked whether there was “anything I should
keep in mind” as I worked through the pile. Speaking as
a librarian, I meant, “were there categories or
parameters I should be organizing under besides strict
case number order?” In response to this question, R.,
the property room supervisor, scratched his beard
thoughtfully and eventually responded, “Well...we do
get scorpions in here. So watch out for those.”




Compare: A small white box for jewelry...

Jewelry Boxes - 3 1716 x 2 1/8 x 1", White Swirl

-~
S More Images

Package and protect your finest jewelry.

TWO PIECE

« Rigid chipboard, pre-assembled.

« White non-tarnishing polyester fiber included.

|

MODEL SIZE RECOMMENDED |@1y./|  PRICE PER CASE ADD TO
NO. LXWXH USE CASE, 1 | 5 | 10+ CART
$-8560 3116x21/gx 1" Pin, Earrings 100 | $32 $30 | $28 |1 /| [a00 ]

(...priced at $28-532 per 100)



...and a small white box for evidence:

6 G Quantity

POWDER'

1

Small Evidence Boxes, $76.25
Pack of 50 IN STOCK. Ships within 14 days.

MODEL: 3-3000 | SKU: 1005342 | PART. 3-3000

Small pieces of metal, glass or other sharp objects may tear
through paper or plastic bags and injure someone. Bullets
stored in plastic may oxidize, destroying firearm striations.
Boxes protect them from these hazards. The included
cotton keeps the item from moving.

Be the first to review this product

WRITE A REVIEW

(...priced at $152.50 per 100)



| am not the very best at math, but...

S32 < S152
S152 =4.75 x S32%*

*1am PRETTY sure about this! | used a calculator and everything.



L p
____&h—_—i

SAME BOX
MORE COST
(ALSO: CREEPY)



Drew Dernavich
The New Yorker —7/29/13
Used with permission

“Wait—wbhich is evidence and which is lunch?”



SafariLand Printed Paper Evidence Bags, Style 25,
Pack of 100

SKU: SA30023 MEFR: 3-0023

Be the first to review this item

$29.40

Get 30 Reward Points

=~ < Save 5% Every DayJr
W with the Adorama Edge Credit Card. Learn More

l 1 I Add to Cart

Add to wish list
Sale alert
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Kidding/not kidding
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The Evidence Log: “I've got something...”

The list of weird stuff that ends up in property rooms is very long
not least because

Everything that ends up in the property room becomes weird



Kidding/not kidding
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Asif:

€¢

ere was a history of policing, a repository of all the sins in a
small corner of the world. Every family's internal was external

here...

...I was not supposed to tell the[se stories/ to strangers. This
archive made me silent for ethical reasons--it did not belong to
me. I had no right to tell their secrets, as they were not my

secrets. The scar was not on my body.”



Leavitt:

[ found myself relating not so much to Maggie Nelson, the writer, but to her aunt
Jane Mixner, the victim [of a 40-year-old murder, which was resolved on the basis of
DNA evidence]. I thought about her property held in police storage for all those
many years. And I thought about what it meant for me to have been a victim of a
violent crime and to have objects of my own held in one of these facilities at least for
a time. More than this, I could not help but think about all of the other evidence of so
many crimes preserved in police storage and I wanted to know how all of these

collections related to those other objects I was more familiar with, the objects held in

Holocaust collections.



“Whenever you touch something,

it touches you back.”

- Maria-Cristina Jimenez



